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Greetings to all my fellow shipmates. February is about half way thru and the cold and snow is still keeping us in the grips
of winter. The forecast calls for above normal temperatures the last part of February. What a difference a few degrees can
make. Water is extremely hot at 211 degrees but water does not boil until it hits 212 degrees. What a difference one
degree can mean. What if we applied the same thought to our Flotilla/Auxiliary experience? The winter provides to us the
opportunity of training and preparing ourselves for the upcoming recreational boating season.
Our Flotilla has a theme for this year; it is “Reaching Our Full Potential”. What is your potential and would adding a little
extra effort (one degree) help you to reach yours.
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The upcoming boat shows in March still needs volunteers to stand watch. The recreational boating education classes
need volunteers to assist the FSO-PE. There will be an upcoming vessel examiners training class soon to be announced.
As I stated earlier, water boils at 212 degrees. Why not take advantage of these and other opportunities as you strive to
“reach your full potential”.
Very Respectfully
John Byrne FC

March Flotilla Meeting: Monday,
March 12 – 1900
Our guest speaker will be Gayle Bowness,
She works for Gulf of Maine Research
Institute (GMRI) and her presentation
covers the science of sea level rise, global
and local projections, local impacts, the
compounding impact of storm surge, and
examples of resilience options.

MARCH-PORTLAND BOAT SHOW/PORTLAND
BOAT BUILDERS SHOW.
APRIL - DISTRICT TRAINING, ICS 300, VE
TRAINING
JUNE – WALKING THE WORKING WATER
FRONT.

For our February 12 Flotilla meeting we invited Brian S.
Dougher. Brian is the Emergency Management Coordinator for
Maine Medical Center and a member of the Disaster Medical
Assistance Teams for New England. His presentation outlined
the ICS Four Phases of Emergency Management as well as
photos and stories from his experience being deployed for
Hurricane Irma in Florida.

When the Coast Guard "Reserve" was authorized by act of Congress on June 23,1939, the Coast Guard was given a
legislative mandate to use civilian to promote safety on and over the high seas and the nation's navigable waters.
Two years later, on Feb. 19, Congress amended the 1939 act with passage of the Auxiliary and Reserve Act of 1941.
Passage of this act designated the Reserve as a military branch of the active service, while the civilian section, formerly
referred to as the Coast Guard Reserve, became the Auxiliary under title 14, chapter 23 of the USC.
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When we entered World War II, 50,000 Auxiliary members joined the war effort as military teams. Many of their private
vessels were placed into service in an effort to protect the U.S.

CHANGE OF WATCH AWARDS

During the Change of Watch, our own FSO-HR Lorelle Courtois was awarded The Division
Commanders Members Growth Award for Flotilla 2-1. Lorelle received this award for
recruiting 17 new members into the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Please congratulate Lorelle at
the next Flotilla Meeting.
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MARIA BYRNE APPOINTED FSO-FINANCE
Maria Byrne has been appointed as FSO-Finance for 2018 to replace outgoing FSO-Finance
Officer David Porrazzo. David will be relocating out of state and has submitted his resignation.
Maria has served as treasurer of Apostolic Family Fellowship since 2012 and was treasurer of
Cornerstone Christian Fellowship from 1988 to 1993. Her experience with nonprofit entities will
be valuable to the flotilla. Please welcome her in her new role.
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THIS MONTH’S AUXILIARY PROFILE IS STEVE SHANE.

1. WHY DID YOU JOIN THE AUXILIARY?
Shortly after my wife, Sue, and I moved to Maine about fourteen years ago, we realized that Maine had so much more
than just land-based activities. We were living near the wonderful Casco Bay and not taking advantage of what it had to
offer. We decided to get a boat. Having never owned a boat before, I knew I had a lot to learn. I first took an online course
in boating safety. That was good but just wetted my appetite to learn more. While at a boat show, trying to learn about
boats, I came across a Coast Guard Auxiliary display booth. (Never let it be said that those displays don’t bring in
members!) I realized that the Auxiliary would be a great place for me to learn more about boating. I started learning with
the basic Boating Skills and Seamanship class, and am still learning new “stuff” today.
2. WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE ACTIVITY WHEN YOU ARE NOT WORKING FOR THE AUXILIARY?
I would have to say that there are three activities other that the Auxiliary that I enjoy. The first, and foremost, is spending
time with my family. My lovely wife and I have been blessed with two wonderful sons and their families. They are a joy to
be around and a good time is always had by all. Next, I really enjoy playing racquetball. I play three times a week. I have
been very fortunate to have found some racquetball partners to play with that add to the enjoyment of the game. Lastly, I
have come to realize that life has been very good to me and I feel a need to give a little back. I enjoy volunteering with
some non-profit groups that support my interests. I currently volunteer with Friends of Casco Bay and Partners for World
Health.
3. IF YOU ARE EMPLOYED CURRENTLY, WHERE ARE YOU EMPLOYED AND WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR
JOB? IF YOU ARE RETIRED, WHAT DID YOU DO BEFORE RETIREMENT?
I am a retired educator. The vast majority of my teaching career was as a Middle School Science teacher. However, with a
Doctorate in Education, I have also taught at the University level. In addition, in the course of my life I have been a
lifeguard, a commercial deep-sea diver, a research chemist, and a Hyperbaric Medical Technician.
4. WHAT OUTSIDE SKILLS HAVE YOU BROUGHT TO THE AUXILIARY THAT HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY
USEFUL?
Having had the good fortune of having lived a relatively long and active life, I feel I have brought several skills to my
Auxiliary work. The three most important seem to be my orientation to safety, my teaching skills, and my medical
background. In many ways these three skills overlap.
I have been involved in safety related activities most of my life. In my early years I was a lifeguard and taught about diving
safety and medicine. For a couple of years I was the Los Angeles County Lifeguard Underwater Recovery Unit’s Advisory
Diving Medical Safety Officer (Try to get that title on a business card).
As noted above, as an educator I have had the opportunity to teach many things, not just book “stuff”. I have taught
swimming, sport diving, commercial diving, hyperbaric medicine, and pistol shooting.
From the comments above, it is apparent that I have gravitated to medical activities. I was an EMT for a while (a long time
ago, when it was not as advanced as it is today). In my diving days, I learned all I could about diving medicine. For a
period of about eight years I worked in hospitals administering hyperbaric medical therapy to patients. I have been a
CPR/First Aid instructor for the Red Cross and American Safety and Health Institute off and on for many years.
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5. WHAT DO YOU ASPIRE TO OR WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT THE AUXILIARY?
Fortunately, I am currently doing most of the things I want to do in the Auxiliary. I am quite happy to work at the flotilla level
and have no aspirations to go up the chain of leadership. I am delighted to use my teaching skills to share what I know
with others, both the public in the PE classes and the members of our flotilla in helping with the crew classes and the
CPR/First Aid classes. I am also delighted to be a part of the active operations program and use our boat as an
Operational Facility.
6. IF YOU COULD HAVE ANY BOAT YOU WANT, WHAT WOULD YOU CHOOSE AND WHY?
Once again, I feel very fortunate to be quite happy with the boat we own. I must admit it took us three tries to get to this
stage. Our boat is a Minor 27 Offshore. It is built in Finland and is used there as a patrol and rescue boat. It fits in quite
nicely with our operational activities.
7. TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT YOURSELF THAT WE PROBABLY DON'T KNOW.
A couple of things not mentioned above that most would not know is that I taught commercial diving in a California state
prison off and on for a few years and I worked as a safety advisor for a National Geographic underwater archeology
expedition in the Mediterranean.

By: Peter L. Poulin VFC
Did you know that every hour you report on form 7029 is worth $11 in funding to the Auxiliary? Every hour that is reported
on from 7030 is worth $22 in funding to the Auxiliary! More importantly, every hour that you do not report is funding that is
permanently lost! I heard someone say once that “all that matters is that I show up. I don’t have to bother tracking my
time.” One of the most important things we can do to sustain the future of the USCG Auxiliary and the services it provides
is to faithfully and regularly report our time. Your flotilla is evaluated on the basis of the number of volunteer hours it
contributes.
Form 7029 is the form members use to report activities that fall under the following codes: (see attachment for a list of
activities and how to report them.)
99-A Auxiliary Leadership
99-B Recreational Boating Safety Support
99-C Marine Safety Support
99-D Training Support
99-E Auxiliary Administrative/Logistical Support.
Form 7030 is used to report the all of the time associated to a specific mission and is generally submitted by the person
organizing the mission. For example, if you volunteer at a boat show, Noel March, the FSO-PA, will report all of the time
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for every person in attendance during the event on Form 7030. However, you would still report your travel time on form
7029.
How often should you report time? Many members do not report time on a monthly basis and this can be a problem.
Lawyers and Accountants are very good at tracking their time because that is how they get paid. Studies done for them
show that if you don’t track your activity time as it occurs, you will almost always under-report your time! For this reason,
all members are urged to track time immediately after being involved in any Auxiliary activity. You can record your time at
the end of a day directly on page 2 of Form 7029 and enter each date that you were active. This should be done after any
activity. As an alternative, keep a note in your wallet and jot something down that you can get back to later. However you
choose, try to record your time when you do the work!
If you have nothing to report, then it makes sense to skip a monthly report, but submit your report even if you only have a
few hours to report for a given period. Make a habit of reviewing and submitting your report by the 3rd or 5th day of the
following month. This helps the FSO-IS spread the workload of entering your time. It is difficult for him when a lot of time
is bunched together at the end of the year when it needs to be entered for tracking purposes and awards.
Our flotilla uses Form 7029I which is available on our web-site and easy to use. Here is the link:
http://uscgauxsoportlandme.com/mpages/materials/a7029I.pdf
You should know that you can download this form and keep it on your computer’s desktop for easy access. You don’t
have to be online to use it! When you begin tracking for a new month, just copy the form you downloaded and relabel it
with the month you are tracking. For example, you might label it 7029I-Feb-2018. Enter all of your time for the month on
this form and when you reach the end of the month, all you have to do is directly email it to the FSO-IS. To start a new
month, copy the original downloaded form and paste it to your desktop and label it 7029-Mar-2018. That way you always
have a blank form to begin a new month.
Finally, just be aware of a couple of things on Form 7029I. The places you enter data are shaded in blue. Be sure to
enter the month and Year and your name and EMPLID. When you enter activity on page 2, the totals at the bottom do not
automatically update page 1. The FSO-IS will always check page 2, but it is better if you manually enter the totals on
page 1 before submitting the form.
Your time is Worth IT! As officers we are continuously grateful for your service and humbled by the commitment you
make. Thank You!
**Please see attachment for Form 7029 instructions

By Susan Polans, FSO-MS, SO-VE, ADSO-MS, ADSO-UPV, ADSO-VE, BC-PVE
The Marine Safety, MS, program falls under the Prevention Department. There are numerous opportunities for Auxiliarists
to participate in many MS programs. In some you will be working directly with the Coast Guard as “assistants”. You will
receive the same training that the Coast Guard uses to qualify their members. This means completing a PQS (Personal
Qualification System) book under a qualified mentor and a final oral exam with both qualified Auxiliarists and Coast Guard
members on the board. In other MS programs, such as Casco Bay Ferry Riding, you will be working directly with qualified
Auxiliarists to receive qualification.
Some brief examples of the available Marine Safety qualifications follow:
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Auxiliary Assistant Container Inspector:
This is a new qualification opened to Auxiliarists in D1. We check the structural outside components of the containers and
check that appropriate bracing and labeling is used inside and outside for various shipments.

Susan Polans, Alex Lachiatto and Gordon Nash check the placard requirements for international container shipments
from Europe and Iceland.
AUXILIARY UPV EXAMINER:
The UPV (Uninspected Passenger Vessel) examination program has been turned over to the Auxiliary. UPVs are
commonly known as “Six pack charters”, meaning that they carry a maximum of six people, paying for a day of fishing.
Many of the Federal requirements for UPVs are the same as the ones for recreational boats. So, the recreational Vessel
Examination program is the best way to begin training for the UPV qualification.
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Polans and Robichaud conduct a UPV examination
Casco Bay Lines Ferry Riding

Ferry riding is offered year-round. Qualification involves going on a ferry with a qualified Auxiliary rider who explains what
we are looking for and how to interact with passengers. You will receive a pass from the Ferry office to wear before each
boarding and there is no cost. Trips range from the 1-hour Peaks Island run to several hours on the Baily Island trips
during the summer months. The Mail Boat run is a few hours and stops at several of the islands all year long. Teams of
two arrange to go on board and single ridership is not permitted.

If you are interested in joining our Marine Safety Team or learning more about the MS Program our DSO-MS, Greg
Murray, has offered to come to South Portland in April or May to give a two-day class for the IMSEP, Introduction to
Marine Safety and Environmental Protection, on-line exam. This class will give you a good introduction about the MS
Program and it is one of the requirements for entering this field. We are also currently working with the Gold Side to offer
an Auxiliary Assistant Pollution Investigator qualification.

As soon as we have definite dates and location for the IMSEP class Kevin Cady, our SO-MS, will be offering it to all
Flotillas in our Division. We hope you will be able to join us and begin qualifications in this exciting and rewarding field of
study.

9|Page

Why Should We Perform a Vessel Safety Check
on Paddle Craft?
Consider how many fatalities have happened while people are boating,
and how many were paddle craft related.
Last year we had forty-nine marine fatalities in New England. These fortynine fatalities included twenty-six
paddle craft related fatalities. Twenty-four were not wearing a life jacket.
Twenty-four people might
be alive today if someone had done a vessel safety check on their paddle
craft and explained the importance
of wearing an appropriate life jacket. Every time we do a Vessel Safety Check on a paddle craftit is a chance to educate
the public on how to be safe on the water.
Recreational boating safety is a part of the vessel safety check, and it is a process in education. Educationincluding how
to be safe on the water can and will save lives. Every time we do a Vessel Safety Check ona paddle craft we have the
potential to save a life.
Take a good look at the 7012A form. Following this format offers the Auxiliarist an opportunity to discussso many
potentially life-saving topics:
· Life jacket and a whistle - that’s the law - but what’s it all about?
· Flotation fore and aft
· A white light if out at night
· A spare paddle
· A water bailer
· A compass or a GPS
· A Marine radio
· Are you dressed for the water?
· Do your loved ones know where you are going to paddle? Do they know who to call if you don’treturn by a certain time?
File a float plan leave it on the fridge let everyone in the household know where you’re going, what time you are to be
expected back and your contact information.
· Can you self-rescue if you capsize your boat?
· Do you have an emergency kit in a dry bag including extra clothes just in case you get wet alongwith a knife and a first
aid kit?
In discussing all of these things with paddle craft users you have the opportunity to educate the paddler.
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Even if the paddler doesn’t want a VSC, you have at least done your job as a United States Coast Guard Auxiliarist by
offering one. Thank them and give them an “If Found - Contact” decal instead.
Our job is to save lives, so let’s do it!
- Written by Robert H. Amiro, Auxiliary Unit Coordinator for Paddlecraft/Coastie, used with permission.

03/01/18 to 03/04/18 Portland Boat
Show – NEED VOLUNTEERS

03/12/18 Flotilla Meeting

3/23/18 to 3/25/18 Maine
Boatbuilders Show – NEED
VOLUNTEERS

03/19/18 Auxiliary

03/26/18 Staff Meeting

04/07/18 VE Training (Tentative)

4/19/18 New Member Course

4/28/18 Division Training Day

Communications Specialty
Course – Class Begins
4/9/18 Flotilla Meeting
4/30/18 Staff Meeting
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