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CALENDAR ISLANDS CHRONICLE 
Department of Homeland Security, USCG Auxiliary Casco Bay Flotilla 21 1NR 

JULY 2018 

Commander’s Message 

     Greetings Shipmates, 

      Saturday June 9th was our “Walking 

the Working Waterfront” detail held in collaboration with the active duty Coast Guard. 

     This campaign held at the CG Moorings in Portland provides the public with an opportunity to come in to the moorings 

and tour the CG vessels, meet and talk with members from the Active and Auxiliary, watch and participate in Flare 

demonstrations, and most importantly of all, see their “Team Coast Guard” doing what it does best.  The public always 

leaves with expressed gratitude for an enlightened understanding of who and what Team Coast Guard is and does.   As a 

member of Flotilla 2 1 you already know all that. My intent purpose in this Issue is to personally thank all of the Auxiliary 

members who gave up their Saturday to participate in this event.  Without the dedication and Commitment of those 

members the success of the event would not have been as successful as it was.  Flotilla 2 1 received many accolades from 

the Active duty for our help.  During this busy RBS season, much is being asked by the Coast Guard and is being 

completed by Flotilla 2 1.  Most of our members are committed, and able to give of themselves, some have given for long 

and are no longer able, some have had lifestyle changes, and of course there is our families which must come first.  This is 

all good.  What disappoints me are those who are so gifted, talented, and fully trained and do not participate. Thank you, 

Flotilla 2 1, for a job well done.  See you all at the Flotilla Picnic Monday July 9th Fort Williams 

 

Semper Paratus 

Very Respectfully 

John R. Byrne FC 
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Noteworthy Events 
 

JULY 9 – FLOTILLA PICNIC FT. WILLIAMS PARK 

 

 

 

 

 

    Our June Speaker was Captain W. Russel Webster.  Captain 

Webster provide more details regarding Morning Dew and the court’s 

decision of negligence on the Coast Guard. 

 

Captain W. Russell Webster is a leading national authority in 

homeland security following forty-two years of federal service in the 

Coast Guard, Transportation Safety Administration, and the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency.  He retired in July 2015. To learn 

more about Captain Webster please visit his website. 

http://www.wrussellwebster.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VE Season 
 

Vessel Exams are currently underway, if you are certified or want to become certified there are plenty of 

opportunities on the schedule.  Please be on the look out for emails or contact the FSO-VE, Frank Connelly 

fsove21a@uscgauxsoportlandme.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 Flotilla Meeting:  Monday, July 9 

 

Picnic at Fort Williams Park – 

1630 -1930 Food served at 1700 
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Paddle Sport Safety 
 

Written by Kimberlee Bennett, co-author of Paddling Southern Maine, Day Trips for recreational Kayakers, 
Canoers, and SUPers.  Follow her on social media by searching for MaineKayakGirl.  

Routine is important when making sure you stay safe on the water!   

     I have been a recreational kayaker for twenty-five years and 
paddle often.   I kayak on slow moving rivers, ponds, lakes, and 
protected salt water coves. I continue to improve my skills as I gain 
even more experience and become involved with various paddling 
communities.  I have learned that most of what you can do to stay 
safe on the water happens off the water.  

 

     As a seasoned paddler I would advise all paddlers, beginners to 
advanced, to develop a routine and stick with it.  When I take friends 
paddling for the first time they often comment on how easy I make 
things look like loading and unloading my gear and getting in and out 
of my kayak.  It looks easy because I have developed 
systems/methods that work for me and I do them the same way each 
time.  

 

      Before getting on the water learn how to secure your kayak, canoe, or SUP to your vehicle properly to keep 
you and the people driving near you safe.  Take time to research and practice ways to get in/on and out/off of 
your kayak, canoe, or board. These skills will become habits.  

 

     Part of my routine involves keeping all of my gear in the ‘toolbox’ on my truck. You will find having all of 
your equipment stored together to be helpful; It helps me ensure I have everything I need for an adventure on 
the water. This includes my paddle, an extra paddle, a bilge pump, my kayak cart (back/shoulder injury 
prevention!)  and my pfd. Attached to my PFD is an emergency whistle and a “Tick Key.” (While a tick 

remover may not automatically be considered safety 
gear, quick tick removal can help prevent diseases. For 
someone like me who panics at the sight of a tick, this 
tool could help keep me calm and not tip over!) In one 
of the pockets of my PFD I have a jackknife which 
could come in handy if I got caught up in fishing line 
or need to help detangle animals.  

     Having a couple of dry bags pre-packed and ready 
to grab as part of your gear is also a good idea.  I keep 
my sunscreen, bug spray, first aid kit, and a headlamp, 
in the event I end up on the water after dark, in one 
drybag.  (Waterproof matches are also a good idea in  
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case you get stranded!) Other gear to consider 
includes a towel and a second set of clothes in case 
you fall in, shelter in case of inclement weather or 
being stranded, a rope to secure your kayak to land if 
needed or to assist other paddlers, maps, and a 
waterproof case for your cell phone.  (I put my 
camera in its own dry bag.) 

 

     The rest of my routine also ensures my safety.  I 
check the weather and decide which destination 
will make sense given the conditions.  (On windy 
days I stick with protected, narrow, slow moving 
rivers and streams.) I dress, in cotton free layers, 
making sure to account for the water and air 
temperatures.  I pack plenty of water to stay 
hydrated and snacks to give me energy. After 
checking the weather and make any necessary 
adjustments to my plan, I grab my cell phone and 
fully charged portable battery, just in case the 
battery in my cell phone dies.   

 

     After I have everything ready to go I make sure my kayak is safely secured, I get in my truck and put on my 
kayaking necklace/dog tag. (I leave it hanging in my rearview mirror when I am not wearing it.)  This necklace 
includes my name, my emergency contacts, and medical alerts. This necklace provides important information to 
people who may need it if I was in an emergency situation and unable to communicate.  (I got mine from 
ROADiD.com.)  

 

     If my paddling adventure is a solo excursion, I send a text to my father to let him know where I am going 
and when I actually got on the water.  (If I anticipate a bad signal I offer an estimate of when I would be back in 
reception range!) 

 

     Once at my paddling destination I put on my water shoes (an important lesson learned when a very sharp 
rock met my very bare foot!) and carefully unload everything, assemble my paddle and put my gear into my 
kayak.  After locking my truck I make sure I put my keys in a zippered pocket in my life jacket. I double check 
to make sure I have my phone and keep it protected from the water. I pull my kayak to the launch spot using my 
cart, get in, and start paddling.  I like to choose a shore and stick to it as I paddle. This ensures that I can find 
my way back to the launch site and allows me to make sure I explore every possible nook and cranny! I keep 
watch of any obstacles that are ahead of me including those just under the surface.   
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     As I paddle I keep an eye to the sky as weather, especially in the afternoon, can change quickly. I also pay 
attention to any currents and don’t take any chances by trying to 
navigate conditions that exceed my skillset.  I drink plenty of 
water, remember to re-apply my sunscreen, watch for other boat 
traffic, and frequently change positions. I even do some stretching, 
especially on long adventures. I wear bright colors to increase my 
visibility to other people enjoying the waterways.  

     As I return to the launch site I plan exactly where I will take out 
and carefully exit my kayak.  I make sure to be aware of others 
using the launch and make sure I am easily visible to them and wait 
for ‘my turn’ to get off the water. I reload my gear on my truck, 
text my dad to let him know I am safe, check for ticks, and head for 
home.  Once I am home I wash my kayak, doing my part to prevent 
the spread of any invasive plants, return my kayak to the garage 
and start planning my next paddling adventure!  

     Paddle sports provide us with many opportunities to enjoy the 
waterways.  We associate paddle sports with having fun in the sun, 
making memories, and exploring picturesque waterways.  None of 
those things are going to be possible without staying safe! Establish 
a routine that works for you and keeps you safe so you can have 
many more paddling adventures!   

 

 
 
 

 Casco Bay Emergency Response Group 

     In May and June, Jim Maxner and Bill Thornton, along with active-duty personnel from CG Station – S. Portland, 

assisted in week-long training sessions for the Casco Bay Emergency Response Group (CBERG) -- a group of maritime 

first responders (fire and sheriff’s depts) in the area who could assist with SAR and other emergency evolutions on the 

waters of Casco Bay.  The training was designed to provide basic knowledge and on-the-water experience conducting 

systematic SAR search patterns in order to locate a person or boat presumed missing.  The eventual goal is to train these 

first responders to CG standards so that their SAR efforts can be included in determining the probability of detection and 

when an area can be considered to have been effectively searched, thus making them a force multiplier.  As such, there is 

planned a follow-up course to be held here next year conducted by instructors from the National SAR School, USCG 

Training Center, Yorktown, VA. 

     In further support of CBERG training, recognition of Auxiliary boat crew members is warranted.  John Byrne, Jack 

Esser, Stuart Gelder, Dick Robichaud, Skip Schirmer, George Spatoulas, Brad Thompson – they were able to step up on 

short notice enabling an auxiliary boat to be used when one of Portland’s two fire boats was in dry-dock.   
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Member Profile – Alan Atkins 

1.  Why did you join the Auxiliary?  

    I first became acquainted with the 
Auxiliary through its boating course given 
at Southern Maine Community College. I 
then was encouraged to join the Auxiliary 
by two acquaintances of mine, who were 
members, Mitch Bowman and Carl 
Israel.  I took the introductory course for 
the Auxiliary and was very impressed by 
the enthusiasm of the instructors and the 
variety and depth of the activities I could 
be part of.   That said, my underlining 
reasons for joining the Auxiliary was the 

magnetic attraction the ocean has always had for me and through my membership I would have the opportunity 
to do something for my country.   

2. What is your favorite activity when you are not working for the Auxiliary? 

     My favorite activity outside of the practice of law and spending time with my family, has been my work with 
the Boy Scouts of America, Pine Tree Council.  In one capacity or another I have been involved with scouting 
since I was 11 years old.  I have been a scout master. I serve on the executive board and executive committee of 
the Pine Tree Council and serve as its legal counsel.  In terms of work ethic and values I find many similarities 
between the Auxiliary and the Boy Scouts.  In addition, I have worked on many non-profit public activities; 
along with Richard Ribecki I founded Maine Sail 2000 for the Op Sail parade of tall ships in the summer of 
2000.  I was one of the founding directors of the Maine Center for Creativity.   

3.  If you are employed currently, where are you employed and what is the nature of your job?  If 
you are retired, what did you do before retirement? 

      I work full time as an attorney with my law firm, Alan R. Atkins and Associates which has offices on 
Commercial Street in Portland.   My law firm practices in areas of real estate, commercial and corporate law. 
Essentially it is a general practice law firm, small but growing.  

6. What do you aspire to or what do you like most about the Auxiliary?   

  I like many things about the Auxiliary. I enjoy taking its specialty courses, I enjoy the camaraderie of the 
members of the flotilla, and I enjoy providing public services to the community.   You asked what I aspire to.  I 
guess my aspirations are summed up best by Spock’s greeting, Live Long and Prosper.  

6. If you could have any boat you want, what would you choose and why?    

     If I could have any boat what would I want? That’s a very interesting question.  I find all boats magical; the 
expression of man’s desire to explore the unknown, taking all the risks that that entails. Almost any boat would 
make me happy.  There is something magical about a sailboat. 

6.    Tell us something about yourself that we probably don’t know. 

       I am very much still an 11-year-old boy scout. Believe it or not, I do help old ladies across the street.     
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Walking the Working Waterfront 
 

Flotilla 2-1 participated in the Walking the Working Waterfront Event held June 9.  Thanks to Noel March, John Maxim, 

Kevin Cady and Willian Schirmer for submitting photos. 
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Flotilla Reading Corner 

A short list of recommend reading titles for your summertime enjoyment, recommended by our own Alan Adkins. 

1 

 

There were several copies of the book The Unthinkable handed out at the last flotilla meeting, if you are interested in 

reading this title please ask around and someone should be able to provide a copy. 

Upcoming Event Reminder:  

7/7/ 2018 VE Day-See Schedule 7/9/2018 Flotilla Picnic 1630 Fort 

Williams Park 

7/30/2018 Flotilla Staff Meeting 

8/13/2018 Flotilla Meeting      

   

      

 

LINK TO COMPLETE FLOTILLA SCHEDULE  


